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A Visit to Nandyal, the article commencing on page 44, is a 
reprint of a letter from Ir. Willams, 5.S.J.E., written on January 
13: 1949, from Panch. Howd, Poona. It is re printed from the 

Cowley Evangelist of February, 1949, by kind permission of the 
Rev. Fr. Supe ror- General, 5 S.J. E. Cross headings have been 
inserted. 

Fr. Williams is Fr. Provincial of the Soctety in India and has - 
-been in that country since 1918. He was made an- Honorary 
Canon of St. Thomas’ Cathedral, Bombay, in 1934. Some of our 
readers’ will remember that he spoke about -the situation in 
Nandyal at our-Annual Conference at Oxford in 1947 when he 
was home on leave. : 

* * * 


te 


The Ceylon Reunion Scheme. Last September we reprinted 
from the South India Churchman of June, 1948, some criticisms 
by Bishop Newbigin of the Church of South India of the * re-com- 
missioning " of ministers proposed in the Ceylon Reunion Scheme. 
In the Nov ember, 1948, issue of the same paper is printed a long 


AND UNITY 


reply by the Rev. D. T. Niles from which we take the following | 


— 


‘1.-It. seems to me that Bishop Newbigin has completely 


sion the point which was uppermost in our minds when we 
drew up the Service for the unification of the ministries. It was 
that this Service must be open to God's decision. And since the 
Service is truly = it is naturally capable of being interpreted 
in many ways. 

‘2. The one interpretation which the Ceylon ofen Service 
completely rules out is that it is a service of rve-ordination : for 
both in the preface as well as in the formula, it is expligitly stated 
that the ministers who are being received through this Service 
into the presbyterate of the United Church are all ministers of the 
Church of Christ) and have been A sabilaty as such. What the 
Ceylon service leaves open is the thility of the interpretation 
that this service includes an act it supplemental ordination. It 
is quite incorrect to say that this is a service of supplemental 
ordination which is not called as such, for there is no sense in 
refusing to give it a name if a name can be honestly given. On 
the other hand, a name is not given precisely because it is an open 
Service. It must be borne in mind that this Service is to be con- 
ducted by the Bishops of the United Church, and used equally to 
receive into the presbyterate of the United Church both those who 
have episcopal ordination as well as those whose ordination is 


non-episcopal. It is important to remember also that * laying 


on of hands’ itself is not an ordination act. ve 


~ “4, The trouble is that the argument of ‘ordination ‘ once for 
all’ will not serve unless you define or describe what constitutes 


ordination. Can an Anglican priest who is capable of being 
consecrated (ordained) to the episcopate be said to have been 
ordained once for all? Why is it that in our non-episcopal 
Churches we will not accept the ordination of the Pentecostal 
Church which uses ‘ laying on of hands’, but accept the ordination 
of Congregational ministers, on some of whom nobody laid hands 
in ordination? I personally believe in Bishop Newbigin’s argu- 
ment about ordination being once for all, but it seems to me to 
point to a truth rather than to describe actualities in a divided 


Church. What’ is needed is what I think the Ceylon service 


provides-—a service of unification of Churches and their ministries, 
the nature of the unification act being open to God’s sovereign 
decision. We dare not defend any of God's gifts to us against the 
further action of God, whatever be the nature of that action. 


5. As you probably know, I have always been unhappy about 


the thirty-year provision in the $.I. Scheme: for, according to 


this provision, the non-episcopal ministry is allowed to exist side 
by side with an episcopal ministry and then die out. There is no 
meaning in speaking of the two ministries as growing together. 
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The one grows, the other dies, and the possibility of receiving 
non-episcopally ordained misstonartes even after thirty years does 
not alter the situation. I am much happier with the Ceylon 
Scheme, for it integrates the two types of ministries at the very 
outset. There is a true confluence. 


<**6. The last section of Bishop Newbigin’s article is enforie: 


| nately misinformed. First of all, we did not in Ceylon reject the 


‘thirty years’ solution because we thought South India Union 
was blocked by it, but because even on practical grounds it would 
have been adntinistrative folly in a small country like Ceylon. 


‘* Secondly, the C eylon Scheme does not exclude from its fellow- 
ship any Church and least of all the Church of South India. . . . 


The position is explicit that we, as far as in us lies, shall be in 


full communion.with both episcopal and non-episcopal Churches.” 


The italics are those of the original letter. It all seems rather. 
confused. 
* * * * 
The Church of South India and the Lutherans. 7he Living 
Church, January 9, 1949, contains the following item of news. 


* The Federation of Lutheran Churches in India has accepted 
an invitation from the Church of South India for preliminary 
exploration of the possibilities of wider ecumenical union, accord- 
ing to an announcement made by the National Lutheran Council 
in New York. The ten constituent churches of the federation have 
also received similar invitations. 


‘In preparation for the proposed meeting with the Church of 
South India, the Lutheran Federation has asked representatives 
of its member bodies to meet with its central committee on 
ecumenical relations as soon as possible. One of the main tasks 
of this session will be to define the basis on which the Lutheran 
Church in India can participate in the conversations with the 


‘In a statement on the matter, the federation said: ‘ We 
consider that so much will be gained from a united effort by the 
Lutheran Church to find the right scriptural approach to the ,con- 
versations with the C.S.I. that, while not questioning the right of 
the individual churches to pursue an independent path, we request 
them not to institute separate conversations, but rather ener- 
getically to share in the common effort to find such a basis for 
these conversations 
* * 

Receipts for subscriptions to Faith and Unity will in future 
normally be enclosed with the next issue sent out after the sub- 
scription has been received. Reminders are sent out when sub- 
scriptions become due, and it is a help if these forms are used w hen 


the subscription is renewed. 
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VISIT NANDYAL 


~~ My visit to Nandyal just before Christmas was an interesting 
experience. I hope it may have helped the loyal Anglicans of 
South India, who have refused to enter the new ‘ Church of 
South India ”’ to realize that there are some who sympathize with 
them in the stand they are making for Catholic faith and order. 
I went there at the invitation of Fr. Sambayya, the Metropolitan's 
Commissary, to conduct a retreat for the Anglican clergy, and of 
course the primary object was to give spiritual help to these 
Telugu priests in their very difficult and trying situation ; but I 
was also anxious to encourage them, and the continuing Anglican 
lay people, to stand firm. As you know, I feel very strongly that 
their movement, in spite of all the efforts that are being made to 
belittle its significance, is most important as a vindication of the 
principles that have been surrendered by those who have brought 
about the union. “yagi 


Travelling in India in these days has its difficulties ; specially 
when one has to spend one or more nights in the train, and when 
one has to board the train at an intermediate station, and not at 
the terminus where it starts. It seems that there is now a regula- 
tion that when all the sleeping berths in a compartment are re- 
served and occupied, which is always the case nowadays, the 
‘occupants of the compartment have a sort of corporate right to 
refuse admission to anvbody else who wants to come in for the 
night. So unless one wants to be left behind on the platform, 
_ one has to enter the compartment, accompanied by the guard of 
the train, and make a speech to the eight occupants of the berths, 
asking them as a special favour to allow one to spread one’s 
bedding on the floor, and promising them not to incommode them 
in any way. I had to do this on both journeys, and on neither 


occasion were my fellow travellers very welcoming. On the 


return journey it took quite a long time before my arguments and 
those-of a rather nervous and embarrassed Anglo-Indian guard, 
prevailed. 

THE METROPOLITAN’ s COMMISSARY 


The retreat was held at Giddalur, some four hours j journey from 
Nandyal. Here it was delig htful to meet our old friend Fr. 
Sambayya, the Metropolitan’, s Commissary, who has just come 
to the end of his year of faithful service in this absolutely unpre- 
cedented position—the ruler and guide (under the Metropolitan) 
of an enclave of 36,000 Anglicans who resolutely refuse to leave 


the communion of the Church in which they have been baptized, 


and in which they have inherited the tradition of Catholic faith 
and practice. I believe few people realize what the Catholic cause 
in Anglicanism owes to Fr. Sambayya. He has had to put up 
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with bitter opposition from the local Church of South India bishop 
and his adherents, who met him on his arrival at Nandyal with 
black flags and hostile slogans **‘ Go back, Commissary ’’. (I don't 
mean that the bishop himself joined in_this unseemly demon- 
stration.), However, instead of going back, Fr. Sambayya stuck 
to his post through good and evil report, and has accomplished 
his difficult task with unfailing good temper and unflinching 
firmness. 


Apparently the Church of South India people thought that he 
had come to Nandyal in order to lead the continuing Anglicans 
into that body, and were disappointed at his sympathy with and 
protection of the Anglicans. He has had a double task—to resist 
the aggression of the C.S.I., and to restrain the more hot-headed 
Anglieans from reprisals; and more important than either of 
these duties, to allay the terrible bitterness that prevails and to 
inculcate charity and mutual toleration. It has evidently been 
a great strain, and he has been glad to hand over the responsibility — 
to Fr. Wyld, who corfes from Madras to be the new Commissary. 


THE C.S.I. 


Personal talks with the priests taking part in the retreat 
brought home to me very vividly what they are going through. 
The a possible way of avoiding friction is to duplicate all 
services, even where the C.S.I. are in a tiny minority. This is 
being done ; but it is easy to see how it may lead to disputes as to 
when each party is to have its service. It is a most distracting 
situation for the young priests recently ordained, and occasions 
of strife and exasperation are constantly arising. No doubt there 
are faults on both sides, and both sides greatly need our prayers. 
The situation is seriously complicated by the fact that the C.S.1. 
bishops are not bishops in our sense of the word. They are chair- 


_men of their executive committees, and do not seem to be free to 


act without constant reference to their committees. This makes 

any negotiation with them a very tedious and unsatisfactory 
matter. Moreover, some of them are quite unsuitable for the - 
position to which they have been appointed, 


FAILURE OF THE UNION | 


I am glad to say that Bishop Hollis (Moderator of the C.S.I1.) 
has come to realize the terrible mistake that he and the other 
promotors of the union made when, in spite of all warnings. of 
what was bound to happen, they insisted on including Nandyal 
in the new,union church ; and they seem to be making a sincere 
effort to undo the harm that has been done. Bishop Hollis 
publicly admits that in this area the implementation of the union 
has really failed, and unless the opposing bodies can arrive at a 
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settlement, the only remedy will be the exclusion of the Arch- 
deaconry of Nandyal from the area in which the C.S.1. works. 

The local C.S.I. people are bitterly opposed to this step being 
taken. They argue, probably correctly, that it would lead to 
unhappy pack eng in other parts of South India, who find that 
they have been forced, against their consciences, out of the 
Anglican Communion, claiming the same right to remain in it, 
and the whole future of the union would be endangered. 


AN APPEAL FOR PRIESTS 


At Giddalur, where we had the retreat, I found one valiant 

S.P.G. missionary, Fr. Rumsey (a connection; he told me, of 
our Fr. Rumsey) standing by his people in their time of trial and 
perplexity. I believe the Metropolitan is appealing for more 
S:P.GerMissionaries for this area. What an opportunity for 
Anglo Catholics who really cate for the things that matter ! 
_.It was very remarkable, in talking to some old priests who had 
come back out of their retirement to help in the serious shortage 
of clergy in this afea, to see how well and truly the $.P.G. mis- 
sionaries half a century ago had laid the foundation of Catholic 
faith and practice in the hearts of the people. Since those days 
there has been an episcopal régime which was unsympathetic to 
Catholic ways; but the old traditions remain, and only need 
encouragement to be revived. Vestments, somewhat moth-eaten, 
- are being brought out of cupboards ; censers are fulfilling their 
function after long disuse. What joy it was to some of these 
aged priests to make their confessions again ! 3 


THE METROPOLITAN’S VISIT 


At Nandyal itself, which is the storm centre of the controversy, 
I found the people still full of the wonderful experience of the 
Metropolitan's visit, which was reported in the Church Times. 
He received a veritable ovation on arriving at the station, and his 
car made its way slowly through a dense crowd. Needless to say 
he was almost smothered in garlands. : 

On Sunday morning at Nandyal I was woken up at 4 a.m,, by 
the sound of singing. It appears that it is a long established 
custom all through Advent to process round the church singing 
Telugu lyrics. 

It sounded nice ; ‘and it would have sounded still nicer if one 
of the boys had not reinforced his natural voice by singing through 
a megaphone. 

The church bell seemed to be ringing at intervals all through 
the morning hours. This was to call the people of the two 
Churches, C.1.B.C., and C.S.I., to their separate services, carefully 
arranged at different times so that they should not clash or over- 
lap. Such is the result of ** union ’’ on the Christianity of Nandyal. 
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The Anglicans had a well-attended Sung Mass at 8, at which I 
preached. It was sung very heartily to Telugu music. The 
epistle for the fourth Sunday in Advent supplied exactly the right 
text “ Let your moderation be known unto all men ”’, which Dr.. 
Wand renders ** Let everyone see how gentle and forbearing 
you are 


Some of the Anglican laity are inclined to be rather militant, 
which is not surprising in the circumstances. From the sorely 
tried clergy I did not hear a word that was contrary to charity 


or unworthy of Christian priests. 
J. C. Wiettams, S.S.J.E. 


AND SOUTH 


Qur attention has been drawn by a correspondent to mis- 
leading statements which are being made with regard to the 
Separate Account-for the support of former S.P.G. work in the 
Church of South India for which the Society agreed to accept, 
but not to solicit, contributions earmarked for that purpose: 
It is being implied that churches are at liberty to earmark up 
to 20 per cent of their ordinary contributions to'S.P.G. for pay- 
ment to the Separate Account. This is not the case, and those who 
are suggesting that it is have ignored or, when they purport to 
quote the Resolution of the Standing Committee, have omitted 
an important safeguard against the misapplication of money given 
for S.P.G. work in the Anglican Communion. This safeguard is as 
follows: ** It being understood that contributions to the Separate 
Account. would consist of sums clearly solicited for that purpose.”’ 


The policy of the Society is unchanged. In Oversea News, 
February, 1949, the full text of the Resolution is printed with 
some introductory remarks by the Secretary. In the course of 
these remarks, after emphasizing that there is no change of policy, 
and that the-Resolution * with its introduction . . . should be 
read as a whole "’ (our italics), Bishop Roberts says 


* It shouldbe specially observed :—= 


(¢) that the active promotion of the Separate Account will 
not be undertaken by the official agencies of S.P.G, ; 


(b) that funds designated for South India will be assumed 
to be those which have been expressly solicited or 
spontaneously offered (our italics) for that purpose.” 


Further, in a letter to the Church Times of January 7, 1949, he - 
said that, ** Church officials are hardly entitled to divide SPG, 
offerings according to their discretion without notice or request.” 
We should have said that the y were definitely not entitled to. 
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CONVOCATION AND SOUTH INDIA 


The setting up of a Joint Committee to-eonsider the Lambeth 
Resolutions on South India at the last.session of the Convocation 
of Canterbury makes it more urgent that it should be known by 
Bishops and .Proctors that the clergy will not be content if the 
regulations of the Province in regard to ex-Anglicans do not 
adequately safeguard the Faith by requiring a reaffirmation that 
they thorou; ghly receive and believe the Creeds. Many of the 


'. Bishops still, sufter front the illusion that only a few cranks are 


concerned about this and that most cle TEV re ward the statement 
of the Iaith in the South India sche ‘me as ade equate. We believe 
that the great m: jority of central” and moderate clergy, 
quite apart from * Anglo-Catholics "’, do not regard as adequate 
a statement of the Faith which leaves room for beliefs like those 
of Bishop Barnes. (Fr. truce’s article in our December issue 
dealt with this matter fully.) 


“The Dean of Chichester pointed out in Convocation= thatthe 
Lower House had still had no opportunity of debating the doc- 
trinal implications of the South India scheme, and that therefore 
its representatives on the Joint Committee will have had no 
guidance from those they represent. This point inereases the need 
for informed pressure to ensure that the doctrinal position of the 
Church is adequately safeguarded. Fhe carly part of Fr. Bruce's 
pamphlet, S.P.G. and South India, treats the question of the 
Faith fairly fully. This and the South India scheme itself should 
provide adequate grounds on which to base letters to Bishops - 
and Proctors, . These, if they are signed by re presentative clergy, 


“are most useful, 


Note. The Secretary, C.D.C.P., can still supply copies of the 
papers meiitioned 


faith and U nily, December, post free 
and South India 1s. 1d. post free. 


Scheme of Church Union in South India: 2s. 8d. post free. 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to Fuith and 
Unity (three shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 
Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent, England. 
Copies of most back numbers of -aith and Unity are available and 
can be had from the Secretary, price fourpenc e each, post free. 


Prioted at The Church Army Press, Cowley, Oxford 4035 


